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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS COUNTRY EVALUATION PLAN 

REF: STATE 135342 

1 . EMBASSY BELIEVES REFTEL DRAFT OF HRCEP IS A FAIR DESCRIP- 
TION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN SAUDI ARABIA. WE PRO- 
POSE THE FOLLOWING MINOR CHANGES: 

A. IN PARAGRAPH A.l.C. AFTER "ARBITRARY ARREST AND 
DETENTION ARE NOT CONDONED OR PRACTICED BY THE GOVERNMENT. ', 

ADD "HOWEVER, LACK OF HABEAS CORPUS IN THE SAUDI LEGAL 
SYSTEM AND INEFFICIENCY OF GOVERNMENT JUDICIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
LEAD TO OCCASIONAL ABUSES." 

B. IN PARAGRAPH A.l.D. AFTER "THE DEFENDANT ENJOYS THE 
RIGHT OF APPEAL AND THE RIGHT TO LEGAL COUNSEL.", INSERT 
"IN PRACTICE, LACK OF ORGANIZATION IN THE RECENTLY-FORMED 
(1970) MINISTRY OF JUSTICE FREQUENTLY RESULTS IN DELAY OF 
TRIALS. (IN CRIMINAL CASES TRIALS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO 

BE DELAYED UP TO TWO MONTHS.)" 

C. IN SECTION 4.B..1. UNDER "U.S. OBJECTIVES AND COURSES 

OF ACTION" AFTER THE SENTENCE "LEGALLY, THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
IS INFERIOR TO THAT OF MEN", CHANGE THE FOLLOWING TWO 
SENTENCES TO READ "IN JUDICAL PROCEEDINGS THE TESTIMONY 
OF WOMEN IS NOT NORMALLY ACCORDED THE SAME WEIGHT AS THAT 
OF MEN. IN MATTERS OF INHERITANCE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
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SUNNI ORTHODOX ISLAMIC LEGAL PRACTICE, WOMEN DO NOT NOR- 
MALLY INHERIT ON THE SAME BASIS AS MEN". COMMENT: WE 
THINK IT PREFERABLE TO AVOID TOO MUCH SPECIFICITY IN DIS- 
CUSSING THE COMPLEX SUBJECT OF ISLAMIC LAW. IF IT IS 
NECESSARY TO BE MORE PRECISE, PERHAPS THE DEPARTMENT COULD 
DRAW ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF A WELL KNOWN EXPERT SUCH AS FORMER 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF INR/RNA HERBERT J. LEBEISNEY, END 
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COMMENT. 

D. IN SAME SECTION AFTER SENTENCE "THEY DO NOT STEM 
FROM A CONSCIOUS GOVERNMENT POLICY OF REPRESSION DESIGNED 
TO ACHIEVE POLITICAL GOALS", ADD "NEITHER THE SAUDI GOVERN- 
MENT NOR SAUDI SOCIETY IN GENERAL VIEWS THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
IN THE KINGDOM AS INVOLVING A QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND ARE LIKELY TO RESENT ITS BEING PUT IN THOSE TERMS." 

COMMENT: WE THINK THIS POINT, THOUGH MADE IN OTHER TERMS, 

NEEDS EMPHASIS. TOO OPEN OFFICIAL US CONCERN FOR THE 
QUESTION OF WOMEN'S STATUS COULD INCITE A BACKLASH FROM 
CONSERVATIVE RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS ALREADY CONCERNED BY THE 
"EROSION" OF SAUDI STANDARDS WHICH HAS COME ABOUT FROM 
CONTACT WITH ESTERNERS IN THE KINGDOM. WHILE WE DO NOT 
WISH TO BE ALARMIST ABOUT THE EFFECT SUCH A BACKLASH COULD 
HAVE ON SAG ATTITUDES TOWARDS MODERNIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT, 
IT WOULD CERTAINLY RESULT IN A SETBACK FROM OUR POINT OF 
VIEW IN THE GRADUALLY IMPROVING STATUS OF WOMEN. 
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